 



								                       August 26, 2011

Dear Parents,

We have 5 days of kindergarten under our belts, and no longer consider ourselves rookies!  Each day we add another piece to Counting Caterpillar as he inches his way around our room.  This helps us keep track of how many days we’ve been in school, and also helps us with our counting and numbers.  We’re settling down, and getting use to a routine.   I’m looking forward to a fun year with your child.  

Thanks for returning the LETTER OF LOVE for your child.  Their smiles were heart-warming.

“Jesus Time” is an important part of our day.  We spent the first part of our week talking about WHO Jesus is, and what He does for us.  We know that he is always with us, and never stops loving us. We can say the Bible words I am with you always.   Ask to hear some of our Jesus songs. Thanks for sending the chapel offering.  Another envelope will come home next Tuesday.  Remember, this is on going.  

We’ve been working on a few “follow directions” type of activities.  We’re learning the rules of kindergarten, and how important it is to listen carefully.

In Math this week, we worked on the terms “top”, “middle”, and “bottom”.  We found different things in our room, and worked with cubes and blocks to determine the different positions.  

The Book Buddies made their first trip home. This is usually exciting for the children to bring home.  I hope that you can be as excited over these as your child--that will help maintain their eagerness.  Please remember to help them to take good care of the book and the buddy.  Be sure to get them returned by Tuesday.  Be sure to return these in the special bag.   Check the Information Book if you aren’t sure about them.  

If you have not gotten started on the Books Read to Me list yet, please do so.  I know that this program helps children to develop a love for reading, and helps them with some beginning reading skills.  I’d like to see at least one book read per day.   Congratulations to Alyssa, Josh, Hailie, Alex M. Emily, Jessica, and Kambria who have turned in their first list, and have 10 books read!  Remember, I have a small CLASSROOM LIBRARY that your child can make use of.  Let me know if you’d like for them to check out a book—one at a time.

On Monday of this past week, a paper came home for each child to do an APPLE PAGE.  We’ll turn this in to The Apple Book.  This will be a good “get acquainted” activity.  This is due on Monday, so that we can get the book routed around the class so that YOU can also meet the classmates.  I’ll be asking for the “routed book” to be returned as soon as possible, and you may add it to your Reading List.

Birthday Blessings to Elisabeth and MacKenzie.  They are 6 year olds now.  Thanks for the yummy cup cakes, Elisabeth.   We pray that God continue to be with you girls as you grow in Him. 

Our first two KINDERGARTEN KIDS are featured this week on the posters in the hall.  Come by and “meet” Alex H. and Alex M.  You can also see them on the web.

There is a Highlights form in today’s folder.  I welcome you to order it, but I ask for you to return the form marked YES or NO, as we can receive some great classroom aids simply for returning the forms.  You only need to write your child’s name and sign if you do NOT wish to order.  You aren’t required to give your address.  PLEASE RETURN—YES or NO.  Please be sure to sign the form.

There is a GETTING TO KNOW YOU FORM that I’d like for you to fill out about your child.  I’ll be using this as a way to get to know more about your child.  This will also be returned to you later.  

You may keep the papers from the folder.  Sign next to the date, and indicate church and
Sunday School attendance.  Our papers are graded with stamps, stickers, stars and happy faces.  Those indicate papers done well.  If there are errors, you will see check marks or notes from me.  We do not use LETTER GRADES in kindergarten.  Make sure folders are returned on Monday.

Ted E. Bear is on his first outing with Ella.  He hasn’t been out of our classroom for many weeks, so he was so excited.  You may sign up for Ted E. to visit you by stopping by the classroom and putting your name on the calendar, or send me a note/e-mail and request a certain date.   He’ll be waiting for you!

We’ve got some special art work displayed in the hall way.  Our first  AMAZING ART is by Elisabeth and Tyler.

Don’t forget to check the Kindergarten Link on the web—www.atonementbb.com.  We have some new first day pictures.  If your child isn’t included—check back next week.  Click on KINDERGARTEN in the left hand corner.

Remember, if your child arrives after 8:30 AM or 12:20 PM, they are marked tardy.  This is recorded on the report cards.  PLEASE BE ON TIME.  Thanks.

Next Friday is an EARLY DISMISSAL DAY. AM –8:30-10:25; PM-11:05 (doors open at 11) to1:00.

Have a nice weekend!   Don’t forget to worship. If you do not have a home church, please accept this as your invitation to attend Atonement worship services—Saturday at 5:30 PM, Sunday at 8:15 and 10:45.  Sunday School is at 9:30, and meets in our classroom.  











                                                    
