                                                                                                                         September 2, 2011
Dear Parents, 
Today was our 10th day of school!!  We used some of the stickers that you brought to school for the first time today.  We’re making a chart every ten days until day 100.  I hope that your child is enjoying their time with us.

This week in Jesus Time, we started the Creation Story.  We are going to take about 3 weeks to complete this, as we’re making a booklet to help to reinforce the story, and help us to remember.  This week we studied Day 1, when God said, “LET THERE BE LIGHT”.  Have your child tell you some details here.  We also discussed Day 2 when God made some of the world land, and some sky and water.  He ended each of His days of creation by saying “This is good.”   Our Bible words were:  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

We started the alphabet this week.  Have your child tell you about Alexander Alligator.  He is one of our many puppet friends that will visit us from time to time.  He talked to us about the letter “A” and some of the words that begin with “A”.  We learned some facts about alligators from Alexander.  See what they can tell you about the alligators eye lids (he has 3), and ask about the sound that a baby alligator makes.  A mom lays as many as 60 eggs at a time.  Your child should be able to sing a song about Apple Auntie, and even tell you a story about her.  Thanks for helping your child get the letter paper in on time.  The papers were great, but fortunately, “B” things are easier to find.  Those papers will come home on Tuesday.  Please remember that your child needs to know what the pictures are, and words should only be used if your child knows that word.  You might want to ask your child what was in the “Letter Jar” or in the Sound Box--that might give some ideas for finding things beginning with the letter.   Your child is bringing home a book that we made--THE ADVENTURES OF ABBY ALLIGATOR.  Read it to them, and add it to your Books Read List if you’d like.

You’ll notice that we are starting to write our names on Kindergarten Handwriting paper.  This is a challenge for many of us, as we learn to hold a pencil properly, write in both capital and lower case letters, AND watch the size—some letters taking up all 3 lines of the paper,  some only taking up two of the lines, AND some hanging below the line.  We will be working on this, but extra one on one practice at home is always good, and adds to our confidence.  

In Math this week, we worked on the terms “below”, “above”, “under” and “over”.   We found different things in our room, and worked with cubes and blocks to determine the different positions.  We also worked on “inside” and “outside”.   We are working on a number book to bring home to you later.  So far, we worked on zero and one and two, and we are counting the number of school days each day.    You won’t actually see math papers coming home for awhile.  Some are being saved for our number book.  Our Workbook pages are bound by units, so the book will not come home until we have completed it.

The Book Buddies made their second trip home .  Please remember to help them to take good care of the book, the buddy, and the bag.  We had some ripped bags.  CAREFUL please.   Be sure to get them returned by Tuesday.  Check the Information Book if you aren’t sure about them.  Please keep the NAME CARD in the bag each week.

If you have not gotten started on the Books Read to Me list yet, please do so.  I know that this program helps children to develop a love for reading, and helps them with some beginning reading skills.  I’d like to see at least one book read per day.  See if you can get the lists coming in.  Our sticker chart has added lots of new students with 10 books.  New students added with their first list of 10 books are:   Morgan, Emma, Lane, Kailee, MacKenzie, and Alex H. WOW!  Hope to see many more lists next week. Join us on the sticker chart. Some students have 40 books!
**IMPORTANT EVENT--Next Friday, we’re going to celebrate Teddy Bear Day.  The children are asked to bring a Teddy Bear to school.  (If you don’t have a bear, another stuffed animal will do.  We’re going to have several activities with our bears to end “B” week.  IF your child has an article of clothing with bears on it, have them wear that next Friday also.  Do not feel like you have to go out and buy something “bearish” for your child to wear, but if it is available, wear it on Friday.  I hope that it will be a special day.

Next week, the Happy Sacks will come home with: Brandon, Nataley, Tyler, and Morgan on Tuesday. These are Show and Tell bags, but for the first few times through the class, we also use them to help us with our letter sounds, so the children will be asked to put something special that begins with “Bb” in the bag--one or two special items.  We’re looking forward to seeing what you find with the “B” sound.  They are due back anytime that week.  An attached note will help with ideas.

The Apple Book is making its way around the class.  Please get it returned as soon as possible so that it can get to everyone this month.  This will be a good “get acquainted” activity.  Add it to your Books Read list.

Check out the hall posters of the KINDERGARTEN KID.  The first two students featured are Alex H.,

(not Alex M. as I indicated last week) and Alex A. (Too Many Alex’s!!) Stop by for a look at their pictures and read about them to get better acquainted.   Kindergarten has the BEST KIDS!  Also featured on our Web Page. 
*I apologize for the mixed up Web Page this past week.  Many of the pictures didn’t get on the web.  A parent posts them for me, and we had problems with the pictures transferring for some reason.  She is out of town on business this week,  so hopefully we’ll be back on schedule this upcoming week.
Please note that the Parent Handbook states that students are not allowed to wear flip flop shoes.  Their shoes must have a heal or a heal strap.  This is for safety—especially on the playground.  PLEASE.

Don’t forget Ted E. Bear.  He sure would like to get out of the classroom and go home with someone!  Get signed up before those special dates are gone.

There is a BOOK ORDER FORM in today’s folder.  Scholastic has a nice selection of inexpensive books.  If you’d like to order, these order forms are due by THURSDAY—September 8.  Please turn in your order form WITH A CHECK made out to Scholastic.  You can order from more than one form, and pay with one check.
Each day, we close with prayer.  The first prayer that we are learning  would also make a good bedtime prayer.  We don’t all know it perfectly, but we’re getting there.  The words are:  Jesus Savior, wash away, all that has been wrong today.  Help me everyday to be, good and gentle, more like Thee.  AMEN.

Sorry that this is so wordy.  Lots of news this week.

Have a nice weekend.  See you TUESDAY!
Don’t forget the folders and Book Buddies on Tuesday, and Bear Day on Friday.

