

                                                                                                                            September 9, 2011

DEAR PARENTS,

We have completed the third week of school.  We are working hard at settling in, and developing a set, structured routine.  I see improvements daily.  

In Jesus Time this week, we continued the story of creation.  We discussed the 3rd and 4th day of creation—plants and seeds and sun, moon, and stars.   We continue on our Creation Booklet.  Our Bible words were a repeat from last week:  “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth”.  

Each week, chapel offering envelopes are sent home.  For August, September, and October, our offerings will be going to the Lutheran School of Joplin who lost their school in a tornado this past spring.

Our classroom was visited this week by B.B. Bunny and one of Alexander’s friends, Bertha Bear.  It was an exciting day for Bertha when all of the bears came to visit on Friday for Bear Day.  She felt so special.  Have your child tell you about how B.B.’s bouncing got her into trouble.  Have them sing the song of B.B. Bunny.  We learned some facts about beavers.  Have your child tell you some things that the beaver uses his tail for.  *****When we do “C” papers next week, we will  be using the hard “c” sound as in “cow”,  and “clown”.  Please use these on the “C” paper.  I have magazines to share if you need them for the letter papers.  Just let me know.   On Friday next week we’ll have CAP DAY—like a baseball cap—with a bill, if possible.  Start digging your cap out.

We continue to work on our number books, so we’re getting used to recognizing numerals and in writing them.   We had some counting and number practice in our centers this week.   On October 6, I’ll be testing the children over recognizing the numerals 0-15.  This may be super simple for some of the children.  It takes awhile to make sure where we are.  

 Your child came home with a RED piece of yarn around his right wrist this week, and a red dobber mark on the right hand and a green mark on the left another day.  We’re working on right and left hands.  We also use this as we do the pledge to the flag each day.  Your child should be able to sing God Bless America (with maybe a little help).  There WILL be more challenging work.  Stick with us!  The beginning is a lot of review.  This helps us to feel secure too.

Happy Sacks will come home on Monday with Lauren, Kailee, Legend, and Lane.   We will be looking forward to seeing a special “c” item from YOU--remember the hard “c”--like “cap” and “Coke”.

Our Books Read to Me poster is getting sparkly with stickers!  We welcome the following new students to our “sticker club”:  Jeremiah, Ian, Alex H., Lizzy, Brandon and Tyler.   A N D—we have a certificates earned by Josh, Alex M., and Alyssa—all with 50 books read.     If your child hasn’t turned in a first list yet, please do so soon.    Do this for your child.  It is time well spent.  ** Remember, one a month is the minimum.  Coming upon our first month of school soon!  

We’re learning to say the days of the week.  We always start with Sunday so that we can figure out the day of the week on the calendar.  I’ll be “testing” the children over this on Tuesday, September 13.

On Tuesday the 20th, I will test the children on their telephone number.  Please practice this with your child.  If you are a 314 area code, I do not require the child to say the area code.

Ted E. Bear  is anxiously awaiting another chance to leave the classroom.  Think of a special time, and get signed up for him.  

Sunday School starts up again this weekend here at Atonement.  The kindergartners meet in the Child Care Center.  This is on Sundays from 9:30 AM until 10:30 AM.  You are most welcome.  You have an invitation in today’s folder.  

PLEASE sign the red and  blue folders, and mark the Church, Sunday School or None column.  I am required to keep this attendance.  Blanks go in my record book as NONE.  Please help me with my records.

PARTY MONEY—each class here at ALS collect party money to cover some of the cost of the 3 classroom parties.  Please send $6 cash ($2 for each of the parties).    Send it in an envelope marked with your child’s name.  Our First Party will be a fall party on Friday, October 21—details to follow.

I hope that you have read in the school news letter our chance to win a FREE playground.  You can help by purchasing Dannon Danimals yogurt smoothies with the “Rally for Recess” code inside.  You can send that code to school and we’ll enter it, or you can enter it by going to their web site.  Our team for this is the “Wild Cats”.  There are only 5 schools in the running, and the contest ends 1/31.

We are also saving Sunny D labels.  We can get free books from Scholastic.  We continue to recycle papers in the back of the school, collect Campbell soup labels and box tops for education.  Remember us.

Have a great weekend.  Fall is just around the corner.  The mornings and evenings sure feel fallish.
