




							December 16, 2011

Dear Parents,

Time is REALLY flying now.  I actually had the Bear Facts typed before our program last week.  I would like to thank you for coming and bringing your family.  I was pleased with the children.  They worked hard.  Thanks again for your cooperation on the crazy schedule.  

NOW, remember that ONCE more, we’ll all come for the AM session on TUESDAY.  I have some special Christmas activities planned for them for that day.  It is early dismissal, BUT, we will go for the entire morning session.  They will come home with a bag of glittery gems that will now live at your house   There will be no folder on Tuesday.  They do not need a folder, or a snack.   Get ready for January 3rd, as we will be getting back to the routine letter papers, Books in a Bag, etc.

Our season of Advent continues.  This week, we lit the 3rd candle on the wreath, and on Friday we lit the 4th candle, since we won’t have the full time to complete the lighting of the candles.  All week we lit the Prophecy candle, the Bethlehem candle and the shepherd candle.  On Friday, we added the Angel candle.  We continue to read the story of Michael’s search for the Christmas story.  He has found many stars, but he doesn’t believe any of them to be THE Christmas Star.  During Jesus time, we met the shepherds out in the fields watching their sheep.  We know that the angles appeared to the shepherds—a multitude of the heavenly host.  They told the shepherds of the birth of the Savior, and how they could find Him.  They followed the star to the stable, and knelt to worship him.  THEN, they also became messengers and went to tell others the news of the arrival of the Savior.  We continued to the portion of the Wise Men.  We do know about King Herod, and how he tricked the wise men—telling them to come back and tell him where King Jesus was, as he also wanted to worship Jesus.  We know that he was tricking them.  We will not hear the rest of King Herod until January.

We worked on our sight words this week, and added we, that, and see.  Many of the children have been doing some extra work on these.  There are a couple of papers in today’s folder marked READ. These do not need to be returned, but practiced.  I know that the holidays are busy, but after Christmas, we will really get down to “business” with these words, so do some review to make sure that your child is ready.  We will also be testing shortly after Christmas, on Wednesday, January 11.  I will test letter recognition Aa-Mm, numeral recognition 0-35, and this time, the children will also have to tell the sounds of the letters A-M.   At home review always makes the children more confident.  

Connected to the above paragraph, our semester actually ends on Tuesday, December 20th.  Grades 1-8 will bring their report cards home on Friday, January 6.  Since so much of our final assessments are done individually, we will not bring report cards home until January 17.  I have never felt it fair to test a child during the Christmas hustle-bustle.  They have more things on their little minds than letters and numbers.  I also don’t feel that it is fair to test them immediately after they return from nearly 2 weeks off.  SO, our testing will take place on Wednesday, January 11th, and the report cards will come home on the 17th.  

We completed our 3rd math unit this week.  It is in the folder.  Unit 4 is underway.  Unit 4 is basically on counting, so that is easy for us.  We will be involved in a few “stepping stones” to addition in this unit.

Congratulations to the Book certificate earners:  Alex M—350, Alyssa—250 Books, and Alex A.—100 Books.   Also, Khaia earned her Raging River ticket.  We had 8 students who will be receiving tickets—somewhere around March.  

Thanks to Emma for sharing Zebra cakes with us so that we could celebrate her birthday.  Happy early birthday to Legend.  We will celebrate his 6th birthday on Tuesday.  

I have two volunteers to help undecorate the classroom on the 20th.  Is there anyone else?  It would be good to have 3 or 4 that day.  I know that things are busy.  I’d appreciate any help that you could offer.

My Christmas wish for you is that you and your child can celebrate the REAL Christmas Joy.  Remember “When God above gave the world JESUS CHRIST HIS SON”!  Look for that Christmas star on Christmas Eve.  A most Blessed Christmas to you and your family.  Be safe!



