






                                   September 23, 2011
Dear Parents,
Greetings to you this first weekend of fall.    I do love this time of the year.  Sure hope that we get some colored trees this year. 
We completed our story of creation this week as we reviewed God’s creation of people and discussed His 7th day of Rest.  Our Creation Books are nearly finished.  I hope to have them in today’s folder.  I hope that you’ll take some time to let your child tell you about each page.  If you do, you can add it to your books read to me list.  Have your child tell you about Adam and Eve’s home in the Garden of Eden.  What was the one rule that God had for Adam and Eve?  Bible Words:  The Lord is good.  It is He who made us.
It was “Dd” week, and we were visited by Ditto Dog and his friend Dudley.  They helped us to think of things that had the letter “D” at the beginning, and to remember the sound.  We have to really THINK in order to remember which letter is a “b” and which is a “d”.  We have a picture of a   b e d to help us remember this.  We can sing a song about Ditto Dog.  Did your child come home with a DIAMOND NECKLACE?  What a classy school!  Have your child sing the “sounds song” that we are using to help us learn the letter sounds.  
Since it was “d” week, we started a unit on dinosaurs.  Your child should be able to tell you the term “extinct” and what it means. They should be able to give you some facts on Tyrannosaurus, Brontosaurus, Triceratops, and Stegosaurus.   Ask your child what two basic things the dinosaurs ate.  How can you tell if a dinosaur is a meat eater, or a plant eater?  See if your child can tell you an interesting fact about Tyrannosaurus’ mouth size.   Have them tell you what Brontosaurus does to keep himself safe from the meat eating dinosaurs.  Ask about Brontosaurs’ brains.   We are ALSO making a booklet on these enormous characters of long ago.  We also met a dinosaur puppet that helped us remember some of our facts, and even taught us two songs about our dinosaur friends.
Happy Fall.  Our Nature Nook had acorns this week.  We see the squirrels scurrying around storing up the acorns for the winter.  We had some BIG acorns called Burr Acorns.  

**On Tuesday, October 11, I’ll be testing your child on saying his birth date.  They will only be required to know month and day.  

We’ll wait a few weeks to let the telephone numbers from this week “set” in our minds, and then we’ll begin on addresses.  You may want to be practicing--address, city, state, AND zip code!  There is a certificate in the folder indicating if your child was able to say the telephone number for me, and also their days of the week.

We continue to work on our number booklets, and are trying to remember that the numbers with “1” in front are usually called “teens”, and those with “2’s” in front are called twenties.  We are working on writing 0-6.  We are counting to 20, and working on recognizing numerals through 15.  We practice these daily, but as we do the calendar, and the number of school days, we also are looking at the numerals 13-20.  *Don’t forget the test over numerals 1-15 on Thursday—October 6.  We’ll also check recognition of Aa-Ff.  It is good practice to count with your child at home.  We count daily, but each child doesn’t get to count alone.  This may seem very simple, but I suggest that you “run through” these with your child to build confidence.  

We can all say the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag now, and also sing “America”.  

Congratulations to our new certificate earners on the Books Read list: Alex M. and Josh have earned certificates for 100 books read.  Emma for 50 books. We also welcome  Nataley, Legend and MacKenzie to our list with their first sticker for 10 books read. Keep those lists coming in.   We’ve got a great start.  Three more to start the list in PM.  We have been in school a month—EVERYONE should have at least 10.
Happy Sacks will come home on Monday with Reggie, Jessica, Jeremiah, and Ian.  We’re looking forward to that special “E” item for you to show and tell us about.  Vowels are tougher!!! 
DJ is our newest Kindergarten Kid.  Stop by the hall poster and “meet” him.  DJ and Alex M are also pictured on the web page as the Kindergarten Kids.
God’s Blessings to Mrs. Timme who celebrated her birthday this past week.  What fun to sing to one of our teachers.  We pray for God’s continued protection on Mrs. Timme.
*****If you have not returned your $6 Party Money yet, please do so!  
Our Pumpkin Patch trip has finally been set.  On Thursday, October 13, we’ll be traveling to Theis Farm on North Handley.  Details to follow soon.  
Next week, we’ll be doing a unit on Johnny Appleseed.  His birthday is Monday, September 26.  We will be doing some apple projects and centers.  By Thursday, please send an apple.  We’ll be graphing these according to size, color, with stems, etc.  Variety is great!
I hope that you’ve been remembering Alex H. in your prayers.  I kind of “jumped the gun”.  His surgery is  September 28th.  Please continue to pray  for his healing.

Don’t forget, we sing in church, Sunday, October 2 at the 10:45 service.  We’ve “talked” about this for many weeks.  I hope that you have ALL made plans for your child to attend.  THANKS!

Enjoy the weekend.  Hope that it’s grand.  Worship with your family.
