







October 27, 2011
Dear Parents,

YOU HAVE AN APPOINTMENT WITH ME TOMORROW OR FRIDAY TO DISCUSS YOUR CHILD’S FIRST QUARTER PROGRESS.  Please bring the report card, envelope and quarter report with you.   

We worked with the letter “Hh” this week.  Ask your child what the nick name of this letter is.  Have them show you why.  We worked with the beginning letters of NAMES--always remembering to use a capital letter for the first letter of a name.  We added the words me and he to our word list.  Practice reading.  Keep a running list.  These words are SIGHT WORDS, and the children should be able to read them ON SIGHT.  Many of the children are doing an excellent job of reading the few words that we’ve had.  Don’t let the list grow anymore before you begin to practice.  Your child brought home another book in a bag on Monday .  There will be another come home next week.  They need to be returned as soon as you are finished with it--please within 2 or 3 days.  The index card MUST be kept in the bag, as this is my record of which books they have had.  Also, YOU need to record the title of the book (written at the top--the word along with the picture--ex The Water.  Please do not simply record The, as there will be more than one book with the beginning word of The.  As I mentioned before, these books are expensive to replace, so please keep track of them.  If they are lost, you will be charged $7 for replacement.  I know that they look like 39¢ books, but they are purchased with our reading curriculum.
You will notice several practice sheets where we are writing our first and last names.  They are allowed to use a “model” now, but will soon be expected to do this for memory.

In Math, we’ve been working on patterning--usually with colors, however we’ve been exposed to others also.  We continue to practice counting objects and writing that number.  This is something that would be easy to practice at home too.  
Congratulations to the following Books Read Certificate earners:  Alyssa—150 books, Hailie and Lauren—100 books.  SUPER WORK!
The Happy Sacks will come home on Monday with Alex H., Reginald, Morgan, and Tyler.  Those vowels are tough.  Be thinking of that special “I” thing for the bag.                                                                                                                                                                                               
When you come for your scheduled conference, take a minute to look at the pictures on the Kindergarten Kids poster. Take a look and see who has the place of honor.  We’re cute kids!
Ted E. Bear is spending the weekend with Lane.  He’s going to be going to the zoo!  He gets around.  

Many of you have asked about the Giving Train.  It will be loaded again for Parent-Teacher Conferences.  This will be items that we will use for a special Thanksgiving unit.  Thanks in advance for any help that you can give.  Thanks to the Koch-Holdsworth Family (Josh) for a donation from the giving train.  
At our conference time, I’m going to have a sign up sheet for helpers that could give about 90 minutes on November 11 for some helping in making costumes for a Pow Wow later in November.  Check your calendars and work schedules, and see if you can lend a hand.

I hate to end on a negative note, but we have had so many tardy children lately.  We are a 3 hour session, and I pretty much have activities planned for the entire time, to get the most out of our time.   When a late person comes in, it is difficult for us to continue with class.  Everyone has to stop and watch, the child has to get supplies out, and has to get settled themselves.   This past Monday I had 9 children tardy, and on Tuesday, I had 6.   PLEASE, let’s try to work on this.  
Have a LEAF FILLED weekend.  
