







November 18, 2011
Dear Parents, 

  We’ve been so excited about the nice weather, and being able to get outside again and run!  
***Please remember that ALL children will come to the AM session on MONDAY.  Our time will be from 8:30 (doors open at 8:15) to 11:30.  You do not need to send a snack.****
This week’s Jesus Time was dedicated to the Pilgrims and their search for religious freedom.  Your child should be able to tell you what country they lived in, and why they were wanting to leave England.  They should know that they left England in two boats—the Mayflower and the Speedwell.  Ask them 
what happened to the Speedwell.  What happened to the people on the Speedwell?  Have them tell you about the things that they packed for the trip.   What are some things that happened to the people along the way?  What was the happy event?  What was the name of the baby?  Can you guess why?  They should know that they were on the boat for 66 days, and that they landed in Plymouth Rock,

Massachusetts.   What did they find in Plymouth Rock?  What did they begin to do?  This took us through the beginning of the story, and we will continue next week some of the trials of the Pilgrims.

They have been visited by an Indian—Squanto.  He taught them so many things about planting their food, where to hunt, where to fish, different uses for the animal hide.  Your child should be able to shed some light on these subjects.  We are so thankful for our religious freedom.
I hope that your child shared the Thanksgiving Memory bag with you.  Many of these foods have become a symbol to us that connect with our Thanksgiving story.  Take a little time to let them discuss these with you.  You’ll notice many of the Giving Train items were used here.
The Kindergarten Kids learned about the letter “k” this week.  Kicky Kangaroo and her little joey, Kooky kicked their way into our room to help us learn this letter.  We learned that “c” and “k” make the same sound.  We also know that “k” is sometimes silent as in the word “knee” and “knife”.     Toward the end of the week a Koala puppet named Koala Lou came to visit.  We learned that Koalas aren’t really a member of the bear family, but actually marsupials (let them dazzle you with that word) they carry their babies in their pouch.  They are from Australia. Their favorite food is eucalyptus leaves.  We added the words it and am to our list of words.  We’re getting lots of practice here on them in our centers.   Some of our practice sheets are marked READ.  I don’t need for these to be returned, but DO practice with your child.  The pace for introducing these will increase.  If you’ve lost track of some of the words, they are listed on our Web Page.  The Books in a Bag review these.  Make use of those for that purpose, and PLEASE get these returned within a day or two.  
In math, we’re continuing to practice counting objects, and writing some of the bigger numbers for memory.  We’re doing some graphing. 
Next week is a short week.  We will not have a Book in a Bag, a letter paper, Book Buddy, Happy Sack OR folder.  YES, we will be working, but it will not be a normal week for us.    ENJOY the time away from the school routine.

We had many book lists turned in this week.  Congratulations to the following certificate earners:  Alyssa—200 books read.  Keep reading.  Lane and Alyssa completed his Raging River form.  SUPER!  
Emily and Emma are featured on our Kindergarten Kids chart.  Stop by and read more about two fine ladies.  You can also find them pictured on the Web Page—click on Kindergarten Kids.  
We had 9 boxes for Operation Christmas Child.  Lane, Hailee, Josh and Khaia brought one in this week.  These were presented at our chapel this past Wednesday.  
Ted E. Bear will be spending Thanksgiving in Kansas City with Alex M.  He’s excited about the trip.
**FYI—we will have a classroom gift exchange among classmates.  If you would like for your child to participate, you might want to be keeping your eyes open for a classroom gift.  The gift should be $5, and boys should purchase for a boy, and girls for a girl.  More details will follow, and of course, don’t send it yet, but you may wish to purchase.

In December, I’m going to be asking for a box that will hold something 10”x10”x2” deep.  A shirt box actually works fine.  Boxes become rare the closer we get to Christmas, so lay one aside for us.  Also I’ll be asking for a shopping bag (paper with a  handle) or a gift bag that this box fits in, so you may wish to also lay that in a “for school” pile.  More on that later—also.
In today’s folder, there is an envelope giving you some invitations to our Christmas program that you might like to give out to family, friends, etc.—perhaps over the Thanksgiving holiday.  That time is really coming quickly.  If you need more, we can provide those for you.  
Next week, you will receive an envelope explaining a little more about the Holiday Shop.  WE have the opportunity to go and shop on Wednesday, November 31.  The children certainly aren’t required to bring money to spend.  They will be able to “window shop” even if they don’t have money to spend.  For those of you who ARE sending money, the most expensive thing is $5.  There will be many items for .50, 

.75 and $1.00 and on up to $5.  I certainly don’t want to set an amount for you to send, but I have had children bring $50 and $75 (yep, for REAL), and then they feel the need to spend it all.  That is a lot of items—even at $5 each.  So, keep that in mind.  

Lane came to school on Wednesday announcing that he was a big brother!  Peyton Webster was born Tuesday (details to come).  Mrs. Webster helped with Indian costumes on Friday!!  God’s Blessing to the Webster family.  I can’t wait to meet the little guy.
This will be my last Bear Facts before Thanksgiving.  Have a Blessed holiday.  Count your blessings.  I know that I have a room full of kindergartners right near the top of my THINGS TO BE THANKFUL FOR!    HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
