






                          December 2, 2011
Dear Parents,

Don’t forget, next Wednesday, December 7,  is also ALL STUDENTS IN THE AM SESSION DAY.  Do not send book bags or snacks.  I will provide a snack for them again.  This will be our final practice and it will serve as “dress rehearsal”.    Thank you for your cooperation on these time changes.  ONCE MORE—we also will all come for the AM session, on our final day, Tuesday, December 20.  THAT will be the end of this nonsense for awhile.
**This time next week, our Christmas service will be other.  The children will need to be IN THE CLASSROOM by 6:40 PM. Thursday night.   We will need to get settled and lined up, and walk to the church, so please be on time.  The children can just wear church clothes.  Please, no flash photography.   The children have a lot of cues that they are to pay attention to, and this is very distracting to them.  It will often “blind” the instrumentalists, so PLEASE.  If you’d like to video the service, please do so from the balcony.  I know that the temptation is there, but the children are being asked to not wave, so please refrain from waving to them.  We are trying to make this as much of a worship service as possible.  We’re excited!

We have been learning about the season of Advent—getting ready for Jesus’ Birthday.  We are reading an on-going story of Michael who is searching for the Christmas Star.  We have an Advent banner, and each morning, we light the Advent wreath.  This week we lit the PROPHECY candle.  Have your child tell you about the Prophets.  We had the Bible story of the angel appearing to Zachariah.  See if your child can tell you what the angel had to say to Zachariah.  What are the 3 things that the angel told him about their coming baby?  We went on to touch on the angel’s appearance to Mary also.  We’re finding angels to be very important to the Christmas story.  THEY are messengers.  WE will be also for our Christmas Program.
We met Little Looney Lion this week as we learned the letter “L”.  We LOVE the letter “L”—it’s sound is easy to recognize, and both the capital and lower case are easy to recognize.  We added the words love and look to our site word list.  
WOW—the Reading Lists really came pouring in.  Congratulations to Josh—250 books, Hailie and Lane—150, and  Jeremiah—100.  ALSO, congratulations to Lauren and Alex M. who have returned their Raging River form.  Those forms are due on December 9.   I know that it’s a busy time, but don’t give up the reading time.  Our classroom library has some seasonal books to offer.  If you’d like to have some Christmas books to add to your lists, check out a classroom book.
Starting next Friday, you can send in the box (10x10x2”) and a paper bag with a handle to hold that box.  We will need it NO LATER THAN Thursday, December 15.
Don’t forget the $5 gift for a boy (if your child is a boy) and for a girl if your child is a girl.  We’ll want these on December 19th, the day of our party.  I’ll be asking that they be wrapped, and labeled TO A BOY  -   FROM (your child’s name)—likewise with the girls.  IF you do not wish for your child to participate in this, please explain to your child that they will not be bringing home a gift.  These can be sent December 19th not before, please.
Happy 6th birthday to Emily and Jessica.  Also Happy 5 ½ birthday to Alyssa.  We pray for God’s continued protection on these girls.  Thanks to Emily and Jessica for the fruit snacks.  You can see all 3 girls on the web site.  

There is a Book order in today’s folder.  I’m asking for these to be returned with a check on TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, to ensure Christmas delivery.  If you’d like some for Christmas gifts, indicate this on your order form, and I will hold them for YOU to pick up.  

Ted E. spent last weekend with Alex M.  He left Florissant in his Cardinal cap and shirt.  He returned in a KC Chiefs shirt!  Hmmmmm—not sure about that!  Thanks to the McCools for the shirt donation!  It is warmer than Ted’s Cardinal shirt! 

I’ve had the privilege of meeting Lane’s baby brother.  I promised you some specifics.  His name is Peyton Turner Webster.  He weighted in at 7 lbs. 9 oz.  and measured 20” long.  He is certainly a keeper.  Blessings to the family.  I keep trying to get Lane to agree for Peyton to come live with me, but NO DEAL at this point!

Have a great weekend during this Hustle-Bustle season.

See you Thursday evening!
REMEMBER:

· Book Order due Tue. Dec. 6

· ALL come to AM session, Wed. December 7—Dress Rehearsal 

· Raging River form due—Friday, December 9
· Our Christmas Program—Thur. Dec. 8.  Arrive by 6:40 PM.
· Box and Bag due—Dec. 9-15

· Classroom Party and Gift Exchange Monday, Dec. 19.
· All come to AM session—Tuesday, December 20

· PHEW!


