



								        January 27, 2012

Dear Parents,

Welcome to the last Bear Facts of January.  Gosh, the days are flying.  Hope that you dads enjoyed your donut time with your child.  It was nice to see you in the building.

We centered our Jesus Time around two stories this week, to tie in with our 100th Day of School and the various activities that we had with that celebration.  We had the story of the Parable of the Sunflower.  First of all, see if your child can remember what a parable is.  Ask them to tell you about that story, and what lesson it taught.  THEN, we also had the story of The Seed that Grew to be a Hundred.  This was based on the Bible story of the The Parable of the Sower.  Our lesson—God’s word is like the seeds—it goes everywhere to be heard.  It grows in PEOPLE, not in the ground.  Don’t be like the ground where seeds can’t grow.  Open your ears and hear.

Polka Pig and Polly Polar Bear came to help us with the letter “P”.  Polly came, but was so disappointed that we didn’t have SNOW for her to play in.  We discussed the differences between a Panda Bear and a Polar Bear.  Maybe your child can share these with you.  We added the words pig, red, and Pam.  Add those to your list.  There is another READ THESE WORDS sheet in today’s folder.  We did some centers this week that also gave us some additional practice with these.  Review them at home.  Now that we know more sounds, and have had all but one of the vowels, I have also started working with the children on sounding out the words—for both “pig” and “Pam”, we did the sounds on the board and the “sight” word was introduced.   This will help to make the upcoming words much easier, but don’t let the list pile up—they need at home practice almost daily.  

We continue to work on shapes in math, but this week or primary emphasis was on counting to 100, writing to 100, working with groups of 100 things, counting 10 groups of 10 to make 100, etc.  

We did a short unit on Penguins this week—particularly the EMPEROR PENGUIN—the largest of all penguins.  Ask your child what the father penguin’s job is concerning the egg laid by the mother.  When the baby penguin (chick) is born, what does father feed the baby?  We actually got pretty grossed out to learn that mothers feed the baby “throw up”.  The chick says YUM!  Ask your child about the adult penguin’s brood pouch.  How is a penguin different from other birds?  

Congratulations to Hailie who earned her certificate for 200 books read.   Certificates excite me!!!  Let’s earn some more!

Happy Sacks will come home on Monday with Nataley, Reggie, Khaia, and Lane.  Unfortunately, you get the “Q” bag.  Get those creative juices flowing.  We’re excited!


Thanks to Alex M. and his family and Lane and his family for the contribution to the Giving Train.  There are still a couple of things on there.  Thanks for those of you who are helping.  We’ll put these things to good use, and hopefully you’ll recognize them in some things that your child brings home, or pictures that you see on the web page.    

In today’s folder, you will find the supplies and directions for the cereal box that you were to be saving.  I have one extra box if you are in need.  I also have a sample in the classroom if you need to see what it is suppose to look like.   It is due on Monday, the 6th.  We need some time to do some more work to it.   ALSO, there is a class list of names.    We will exchange Valentine cards at our party on the 14th.  Please do not send cards before then, but you will have the names if you want to get started.  

Our Christian sympathy to Lizzy’s family.  Lizzy’s great grandmother (mom’s grandmother) passed away.  Remember this family in your prayers.  

Have a good weekend.  




