


									December 9, 2011

Dear Parents,

All Over The World It’s Christmas!  Thank you so much for coming last night, and for putting up with the crazy schedule that was involved in giving us a little “together” practice time.  I know that the children worked hard, and had a lot of things to remember.  I was proud of their hard work.  

**NOW is the time to bring the box and bag.  The children will need that box (to hold something 9”X9”x2”)  by Thursday.  ALSO, send a shopping bag with a handle that will hold the box.  Have marked with your child’s name.  

Class Gift Exchange.  The $5 item should be wrapped and marked with BOY (for boys) and GIRL (for girls).  Please also have YOUR child’s name in the “from” space of the tag.  Remember—if you decide to not participate, please explain to your child that they will not bring a gift home.  These need to come in Monday, December 19th.

· CAN YOU HELP?  I’m looking for some help on Tuesday, December 20th to undecorate our classroom.  We will have our party on the 19th, and have several glittery gems that I would have for them to have at home to decorate YOUR house If you could give us about 30 minutes starting around 10:45 on the 20th, PLEASE let me know.  I will have the children, but we will be out of the room, so it would be a quiet time for you!!  Please consider this.

We lit another candle on the Advent wreath this week.  We now are burning the Prophecy candle and the Bethlehem candle.  We are learning some different aspects of the Christmas story, and have heard of when the angle appeared to Mary and told her that she had been chosen to be the Mother of the Savior, Jesus.  Ask your child about some of Mary’s feelings that we discussed.  Ask them who she went to visit.  How did Joseph handle the news of Mary having a baby?  Have them tell you about Joseph’s dream.  WHY were Mary and Joseph going to Bethlehem? How come Jesus was born in a stable?  We’ll be continuing this story next week—along with the Advent story of Michael and his search for the Christmas Star.

We continued with the letter “L” this week.  Don’t forget the “L” paper—you had extra time to get that one in.  You child should have brought home a little booklet that they made on My Look Book.  They can read it!  We added two new words—at and like.  Keep working on these so that your child will be ready to test over the words after the first of the year.  

We celebrated our 70th day of school this week!  Time sure flies when you’re having fun.

We continue to work on One to One matching in our math books.  I know that our folders look as if we haven’t done anything this week.  We have, of course, had some time taken up with our program, but we’ve also spent time with our Advent time and the Christmas story along with other activities.  That is part of Christmas—especially in a Christian Day School, too.

It’s amazing that the Book lists continue during this busy time.  Congratulations to the following certificate earners:    Lauren has made it to 150 books, and Alex H--50!  Drake turned in his list for a Raging River ticket.  TODAY was the last day to turn those in.

God’s Birthday Blessings Alex H.  who is now 5 ½ and to Emma who has now turned 6.  We pray that they continue to follow Jesus as they grow in him.  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY!

Have a great Christmas Preparation weekend.

1. Bring your box and bag on BY Thursday.
2. Our Party is on Monday, December 19.
   3.  All will come to the AM session on Tuesday, December 20.  We will do some activities together, write in our journals, and wrap up some Christmas activities.  Kindergarten will go from 8:30 to 11:30 (it is early dismissal for the rest of the school).


